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Fisheries ..ror Trachurus trecae have ~een cEirried out by Soviet fisbing vesse1s

in tba Centra! Eastern At1antic since 1962l Tbe most dense1y exploited concentrations

of T. trecae axe found w!thiil the area from Cape Verde to Cape Blanc (14~ to 23~).

This fishery is based upon individuals va.rying iri B.ge rrom 2 to 5 years. The

f'ish o:J:e main]y ~otmd at depths ranging from 30 m to 250 m; near-bottom tempe:ra.tures

~ range from 14 COto 18oC~

Spawning takes place from October to April at depths of 50 m to 250 m. Pre
spawning and spawning concentrations are not observed north of 19ON. The young fish

of this species are equally distributed over a great area of the shelf from Cape Verde

to Cape Blanc ..

The length of !. trecae increases with depth. Thus, at depths of 30-34 m
young fish of 13 cm to 19 cm are faund. At depths of 50 m to 200 m the length of'

the f'ish varies only litt1e between 20 cm to 33 cm, and at the ma.xi..mum depths of'

200 m to 250 m the bulle of' the catches is composed of' individuals 34-39 cm longe

Annual observations carried out by AtlantNmO research vesse1s have provided

into:ana.tion on the 1ength structure of the exp10ited T. trecae stock.

The variation in the size-composition by years °and areas is given in Table 1.
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